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SYMPOSIUM
Introduction
Jonathan Moser, M.A.R.
Program Coordinator, Yale University’s Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics
In 2005, Yale University’s Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics sponsored a two-part sym-
posium series, “Ethical Aspects of Avian Influenza Pandemic Preparedness.” Part I took
place May 17, 2005, at Horchow Hall at Yale University and focused on issues relating to
vaccines, both the science of development and the ethical and policy issues of distribution.
Part II, which took place October 20, 2005, at the Omni Hotel in New Haven, had a wider
range of topics, including strategies for containment, health system mobilization, commu-
nication, and wildlife control. Additional funding and sponsorship was provided by The
Donaghue Initiative in Behavioral and Biomedical Research Ethics, the Global Health
Division of the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, and the Yale Center for
Public Health Preparedness. What follows is a collection of papers based on presentations
at these two symposia. For more information, visit the Center for Bioethics Web site at
www.yale.edu/bioethics.
The idea to support a symposium series on avian influenza pandemic preparedness devel-
oped from the “Justice and the Allocation of Health Care” working group, one of 14
research groups supported by the Bioethics Center. In 2004, the group began looking at
issues of health care resource allocation, starting with a domestic focus but quickly broad-
ening to a global scale. While examining global health issues, such as the state of prima-
ry care in developing countries and international health research policy, the threat of an
avian influenza pandemic and need for global preparation emerged as a critical concern.
The group began examining a draft preparedness plan produced by the Department of
Health and Human Services during the summer of 2004. This draft raised a variety of eth-
ical concerns, such as the fair implementation of quarantines, prioritization of a limited vac-
cine supply, and the necessity of public health transparency during a time of crisis. These
ethical concerns, in turn, became the basis for the program agendas for the symposium
series.
The majority of symposia attendees were from the Connecticut state and local departments
of public health. Of the more than 130 attendees at the first symposium, 40 percent rep-
resented Connecticut public health departments. The second attracted more than 200
attendees, 65 percent of whom were from Connecticut public health departments. This
response reflects a strong interest in addressing ethical issues encountered in the practice
of public health. It also highlights the need for continued work in a particular application of
public health ethics, namely the ethics of public health preparedness. In response, Yale
University’s Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics, together with the Yale Center for Public
Health Preparedness, will develop an ethics module for the education and training cur-
riculum on public health preparedness. The project will be the focus of a re-constituted
working group on public health ethics. Through this project and the “Public Health Ethics”
working group, the center will continue to address the needs of the public health commu-
nity and raise general awareness of public health ethics.